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cessively, so as to make it highly improbable that the combinations can be effected in any other than one of two ways. Bat in deciding which of those two we ought to adopt? we have to" examine not only the compositions and decompositions of the several compounds, of these two elements, but also compounds which each of them forms with other bodies, I have spent much lime and labour upon these compounds, and upon others of the primary elements carbone, hydrogen, oxygen, and azote* which appear to me to be of the greatest importance in the atomic system; but it will be seen that I am not satisfied on this head, either by ray own labour or that of others, chiefly through the want of an accurate knowledge of combining* proportions*